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Jackrabbits prepare for Nebraska
Sports Information Contact: Jason Hove September 21, 2010

BROOKINGS, S.D. — The South Dakota State University football team will take on one
of the elite programs in all of college football, traveling to Nebraska for a matchup
against the nationally ranked Cornhuskers Saturday night.

Kickoff is set for 6:08 p.m. at Memorial Stadium in Lincoln, Neb. The game is sched-
uled to be televised on FOX Sports Net pay-per-view; check with cable and satellite
providers for availability. Suggested retail price is $39.95.

The Jackrabbits enter their lone matchup of the season against a Football Bowl
Subdivision opponent with an 0-2 overall record. SDSU dropped its home and Missouri
Valley Football Conference opener Sept. 18, falling 24-14 to Illinois State in the 15th
Annual Cereal Bowl.

Nebraska is off to a 3-0 start, outscoring its opponents by more than 31 points per
game. After home victories over Western Kentucky and Idaho to start the season, the
Cornhuskers posted a 56-21 road win at Washington last weekend. Nebraska is ranked
sixth in this week’s Associated Press poll and seventh in the USA Today coaches’ poll. The
Cornhuskers picked up one first-place vote in the coaches’ poll.

THE SERIES:The Jackrabbits and Nebraska have met one other time on the gridiron,
with the Cornhuskers recording a 58-7 victory on Sept. 21, 1963, in Lincoln.

In that contest, SDSU was held to five first downs and only 31 yards of total offense,
including a minus-17 rushing total.

Rudy Johnson and Kent McCloughan each scored two first-half rushing touchdowns for
Nebraska, which led 37-0 at halftime. In all, the Cornhuskers rolled up 352 yards on the
ground and were forced to punt only once.

SDSU avoided a shutout on a fourth-quarter touchdown pass from Ron Meyer to Ed
Maras that covered 23 yards.

MEDIA COVERAGE:Audio coverage of Saturday’s game is scheduled to be available
via subscription service at GoJacks.com, the official website of SDSU athletics. Monthly
subscriptions for the Jackrabbit Extra, which includes live audio and video streaming of
select games are available for $11.95 per month or $99.95 for an entire year of cover-
age. An audio-only subscription also is available for $4.95 per month, with programming
consisting only of live radio broadcasts.

Local radio coverage Saturday begins on flagship station WNAX 570 AM at 4:30 p.m.
Central Time, with an expanded pre-game show. Steve Imming returns to call the play-
by-play, with Tyler Merriam providing color commentary. The game also can be heard on
the following Jackrabbit Sports Network stations, starting at 5:30 p.m. CT:

• Belle Fourche: KBFS 1450 AM
• Brookings: KJJQ 910 AM
• Mobridge: KOLY 1300 AM

SEPTEMBER
11 at Delaware L, 3-26
18 *ILLINOIS STATE [Cereal Bowl] L, 14-24
25 *at Nebraska 6 p.m.
OCTOBER
2 *at Northern Iowa 4:05 p.m.
9 *WESTERN ILLINOIS [Beef Bowl] 6 p.m.
16 *at Southern Illinois 2 p.m.
23 *YOUNGSTOWN STATE [Hobo Day] 2 p.m.
30 *at Indiana State 3:05 p.m. ET
NOVEMBER
6 *MISSOURI STATE [Hall of Fame Game] 1 p.m.
13 *at North Dakota State [Dakota Marker] 3 p.m.
21 NORTH DAKOTA [Military Appreciation] 1 p.m.

* denotes Missouri Valley Football Conference game
All times Central Time unless noted

2010  SCHEDULE

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE (0-2)
at #6/7 NEBRASKA (3-0)

6:08 p.m. Saturday
Memorial Stadium; Lincoln, Neb.

SERIES NOTES
• Nebraska leads series, 1-0, after winning 58-7 in
Lincoln during the 1963 season
MEDIA INFORMATION
• Radio broadcast on the Jackrabbit Sports Network
-- Pre-game show begins at 4:30 p.m. CT on 
flagship station WNAX 570 AM, with game coverage
beginning at 5:30 p.m. CT on the following stations:
* Belle Fourche: KBFS 1450 AM  
* Brookings: KJJQ 910 AM  * Mobridge: KOLY 1300 AM
* Pierre: KGFX 1060 AM * Rapid City: KRKI 99.5 FM
* Watertown: KWAT 950 AM
• Television broadcast available through FOX Sports
Net pay-per-view; check with cable and satellite
providers for availability
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• Pierre: KGFX 1060 AM
• Rapid City: KRKI 99.5 FM
• Watertown: KWAT 950 AM

FBS GAMES: Saturday’s game at Nebraska marks the third consecutive season the
Jackrabbits have played a Football Bowl Subdivision opponent.

The Jackrabbits are 0-2 against FBS opponents, falling 44-17 at Iowa State in the
2008 season opener and dropping a 16-13 decision at Minnesota in 2009.

SDSU has three future dates against regional FBS opponents under contract: at Illinois
in 2011, the 2012 season opener at Kansas and a 2015 return date at Minnesota.

CORNHUSKER CONNECTION: South Dakota State will have a true Cornhusker 
connection on its sideline Saturday in co-defensive coordinator and defensive line coach
Clint Brown.

A native of Arlington, Neb., Brown earned two varsity letters at Nebraska and was a
member of the Cornhuskers’ 1994 national championship team. While completing his
bachelor’s degrees in secondary education biology and history, Brown began his colle-
giate coaching career as a student assistant for the Cornhuskers during the spring of
1995. He moved on later that year to coach the outside linebackers at Nebraska
Wesleyan, then spent the 1996 season as a graduate assistant at Nebraska-Omaha.

Brown also served as an assistant coach at New Mexico State, Bethel College (Kan.)
and Wayne State (Neb.) before joining the Jackrabbit coaching staff in 2009.

In addition, co-defensive coordinator Jay Bubak is originally from Imperial, Neb., and
played at Nebraska Wesleyan in Lincoln, wide receivers coach Josh Davis in an Omaha
native and tight ends coach Shannon Moore grew up on the western side of Nebraska in
Gordon. Twelve Jackrabbit players also hail from the state of Nebraska: Jorge Dunklau
(Wayne); Brandon Hubert (Gretna); Josh Kage (Omaha); Matthew Korus (Humphrey);
Nick Krings (Humphrey); Travis Lindstrom (Oakland); Jacob Ludemann (Norfolk); Skyler
Luxa (Blair); Andy Mink (Ashland); Matt Peitz (Crofton); Taylor Suess (Columbus) and
Justin Taylor (Hallam).

HOME-FIELD ADVANTAGE: The South Dakota State University football team has
enjoyed a home-field advantage at Coughlin-Alumni Stadium since making the move to
the Football Championship Subdivision level.

Since joining the FCS ranks at the start of the 2004 season, the Jackrabbits have posted
a 25-8 mark at CAS, including a 7-2 record in Missouri Valley Football Conference games.

Lights were installed at CAS prior to the 2001 season and SDSU has turned in a 20-6
record in home night games. 

Overall, SDSU has compiled a 158-99 record in 49 seasons at Coughlin-Alumni
Stadium.

VALLEY PREVIEW:The Jackrabbits were picked to finish in second place in the 2010
Missouri Valley Football Conference race, according to a poll conducted by league coaches,
sports information directors and media that was released in early August.

SDSU finished the 2009 season as league runner-up with a 7-1 conference record and
8-4 overall mark. SDSU made its first postseason appearance in 30 years and first as a
member of the Division I Football Championship Subdivision, falling to top-seeded Montana
in the opening round.

Defending champion Southern Illinois was picked to repeat, gaining 30 of the 36 first-
place votes to tally 313 points. SDSU was next with 252 points, including a pair of first-
place votes, followed by Illinois State with 249 points and three first-place votes.

The middle third of the preseason poll consisted of Northern Iowa, fourth with 244 points
and one first-place vote; Missouri State, fifth with 164 points, and North Dakota State, sixth
with 151 points.

The bottom third of the poll included Youngstown State (130 points), Western Illinois (70)
and Indiana State (47).

In addition, five Jackrabbit players were named to the MVFC Preseason Team. On offense,
senior center Ryan McKnight and senior running back Kyle Minett were recognized.

A first-team all-Missouri Valley Football Conference selection in 2009, McKnight started

1. Appalachian State (N.C) [17] 3-0 682 1
2. Villanova (Pa.) [6] 2-1 668 2
3. James Madison (Va.) [3] 3-0 651 3
4. Jacksonville State (Ala.) [1] 3-0 591 4
5. Richmond (Va.) 2-1 569 9
6. Delaware 3-0 526 12
7. Stephen F. Austin (Texas) [1] 2-1 509 11
8. William & Mary (Va.) 2-1 446 13
9. Massachusetts 2-1 433 15

10. Eastern Washington 2-1 423 16
11. Elon (N.C.) 1-2 416 7
12. South Carolina State 2-1 329 17
13. Southern Illinois 1-2 283 5
14. Montana 1-2 279 6
15. Northern Iowa 1-1 268 10
16. Montana State 2-1 243 22
17. McNeese State (La.) 1-1 209 19
T18. New Hampshire 1-2 208 8
T18. North Dakota State 2-1 208 23
20. South Dakota 2-1 172 24
21. Liberty (Va.) 2-1 116 14
22. Cal Poly 2-1 108 18
23. Texas State 2-1 84 NR
24. Georgia Southern 2-1 82 NR
25. Illinois State 2-1 80 NR
Others receiving votes: Central Arkansas 63, Harvard (Mass.) 57,
Pennsylvania 52,  Youngstown State (Ohio) 46, Alabama State
45, Furman (S.C.) 44, South Dakota State 38, Weber State
(Utah) 38, Northern Arizona 31, Florida A&M 13), Missouri State
13, Western Illinois 12, Gardner-Webb (N.C.) 10, Sacramento
State (Calif.) 10, Butler (Ind.) 7, Southeast Missouri State 7, Austin
Peay (Tenn.) 6, Southern Utah 6, Old Dominion (Va.) 5, Colgate
(N.Y.) 4, Wofford (S.C.) 4, Georgia State 3, Jacksonville (Fla.) 2,
Lehigh (Pa.) 1.

F C S  C OAC H E S  P O L L

--2009-- --2010--
W-L-T W-L-T

Southern Illinois 11-2-0 1-2-0
South Dakota State 8-4-0 0-2-0
Northern Iowa 7-4-0 1-1-0
Illinois State 6-5-0 2-1-0
Missouri State 6-5-0 1-1-0
Youngstown State 6-5-0 2-1-0
North Dakota State 3-8-0 2-1-0
Indiana State 1-10-0 1-1-0
Western Illinois 1-10-0 2-1-0

MVFC STANDINGS



all 12 games for the Jackrabbits' playoff-qualifying squad and was an integral part of an
offense that averaged 27.8 points and 341.2 yards of total offense per game. Last week,
the Sioux Falls native was named to the Sports Network Preseason All-America First Team.

Minett, a native of Ruthton, Minn., has been named to the Walter Payton Award watch
list for the top offensive player in the Division I Football Championship Subdivision, as well
as to the Sports Network Preseason All-America Third Team. Minett enters his senior season
third among returning FCS backs and fourth on the SDSU career charts with 3,069 career
rushing yards. A two-time second-team all-Missouri Valley Football Conference selection, he
has posted back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons, rushing for 1,304 yards and 16 TDs last sea-
son, when he was named to the Associated Press All-America Third Team.

The defensive unit included senior linebacker Derek Domino and senior strong safety
Conrad Kjerstad.

Domino posted a team-high 100 tackles in 2009, earning first-team all-MVFC honors.
The Spring Lake Park, Minn., native also shared the team lead with five interceptions, two
of which he returned for touchdowns.

Kjerstad ranked third on the team with 81 tackles and shared team-high honors with
five interceptions, but has since suffered a career-ending injury.

SDSU also was represented on special teams as senior punter Dean Priddy was named
to the MVFC Preseason Team. An Eden Prairie, Minn., native, Priddy averaged a career-best
41.2 yards per punt in earning second-team all-MVFC honors. Priddy landed 19 of his 60
punts inside the opponents’ 20-yard line and notched eight punts of 50 yards or more.

Senior tight end Colin Cochart recevied honorable mention recognition. The team’s top
returning receiver, the Kewaunee, Wis., product led the team with five touchdown catches
last season, while adding 26 receptions for 240 yards.

CAPTAINS:Leading the Jackrabbit football team on the field and in the locker room
are four senior captains:

• Cole Brodie, defensive back, Dacula, Ga.;
• Conrad Kjerstad, defensive back, Wall;
• Ryan McKnight, offensive lineman, Sioux Falls;
• Kyle Minett, running back, Ruthton, Minn.

RABBITS RANKED:For the fourth year in a row, South Dakota State appeared in the
preseason national rankings for the Football Championship Subdivision, checking in at
No. 9 in the Sports Network/Fathead.com media poll and 10th in the FCS Coaches’ poll. 

Following back-to-back losses to start the season, the Jackrabbits have fallen out of
the top 25, but remain among the top teams receiving votes in both polls.

The Jackrabbits began the 2009 season ranked 22nd in the Sports Network poll and
23rd in the preseason poll conducted by the Football Championship Subdivision coaches.
SDSU climbed to as high as ninth in the national rankings before finishing the season
11th in both the media and coaches’ polls.

In 2008, SDSU opened the season 19th in the Sports Network poll and 20th in the
coaches’ poll. When opening the 2007 season, the rankings were reversed as SDSU was
19th in the coaches’ poll and 20th in the Sports Network rankings. 

VERSUS RANKED OPPONENTS: Playing a ranked opponent is nothing new for the
Jackrabbit football team, which has taken on some of the nation’s elite FCS programs
since moving up from Division I at the start of the 2004 season.

In its first six seasons at the FCS level, SDSU has played 30 games against ranked
opponents and compiled a 9-21 overall record. 

Following is a year-by-year look at games against ranked opponents:
2004 0-3 at #13 Cal Poly (L, 7-14), at #24 Montana State (L, 24-27), at #1 Georgia 

Southern (L, 7-63)
2005 0-5 at #3 Montana (L, 0-7), #12 Cal Poly (L, 16-24), at #16 Texas State (L,12-42),

#19 Georgia Southern (L, 42-55), at #20 North Dakota State (L, 17-41)
2006 3-3 at #6 Montana (L, 7-36), at #12 Northern Iowa (L, 17-27), at #16 McNeese 

State (W, 20-17), at #4 Cal Poly (W, 29-28), #16 UC Davis (W, 22-21), 
at #4 North Dakota State (L, 28-41)

2007 2-2 at #6 Youngstown State (L, 17-23), #5 Northern Iowa (L, 17-31), #19 Cal Poly 
(W, 48-35), #1 North Dakota State (W, 29-24)

1. Villanova (Pa.) [87] 2-1 3,392 1
2. Appalachian State (N.C.) [22] 3-0 3,290 2
3. James Madison (Va.) [25] 3-0 3,165 3
4. Jacksonville State (Ala.) [5] 3-0 3,011 4
5. Richmond (Va.) 1-1 2,835 9
6. Stephen F. Austin (Texas) 2-1 2,639 10
7. Delaware 3-0 2,466 11
8. William & Mary (Va.) 2-1 2,283 12
9. Eastern Washington  2-1 1,977 18

10. Elon (N.C.) 1-2 1,896 7
11. Massachusetts 2-1 1,889 16
12. South Carolina State 2-1 1,872 14
13. Southern Illinois 1-2 1,520 5
14. Montana 1-2 1,511 6
15. Northern Iowa 1-1 1,387 13
16. New Hampshire 1-2 1,219 8
17. Montana State 2-1 1,171 22
18. North Dakota State 2-1 1,025 23
19. McNeese State (La.) 1-1 948 19
20. Cal Poly 2-1 581 17
21. South Dakota 2-1 510 25
22. Liberty (Va.) 2-1 488 15
23. Furman (S.C.) 1-1 431 24
24. Pennsylvania 1-0 364 NR
25. Central Arkansas 3-0 338 NR
Dropped out: South Dakota State (20), Weber State (21)
Notes: First-place votes in brackets; opponents listed in bold

Others receiving votes: Texas State 328, Illinois State 275,
Wofford (S.C.) 260, South Dakota State 258, Weber State (Utah)
193, Northern Arizona 180, Southeast Missouri State 172, Harvard
(Mass.) 169, Chattanooga (Tenn.) 148, Alabama State 106, Florida
A&M 93, Western Illinois 83, Sacramento State (Calif.) 77,
Georgia Southern 74, Rhode Island 67, Youngstown State (Ohio)
52, Robert Morris (Pa.) 51, Prairie View A&M (Texas) 42, Norfolk
State (Va.) 30, Gardner-Webb (N.C.) 29, North Dakota 23,
Grambling State (La.) 22, Brown (R.I.) 21, Jacksonville (Fla.) 20,
Southern Utah 19, Alcorn State (MIss.) 18, Missouri State 18,
Hampton (Va.) 17, Colgate (N.Y.) 13, Valparaiso (Ind.) 12,
Tennessee-Martin 12, Bethune-Cookman (Fla.) 11, Howard 9,
Samford (Ala.) 9, Old Dominion (Va.) 9, Western Carolina 7,
Northern Colorado 7, Yale (Conn.) 6, Jackson State (Miss.) 4, The
Citadel (S.C.) 4, Holy Cross (Mass.) 3, Georgetown 3, Austin Peay
(Tenn.) 3, Eastern Illinois 3, Lehigh (Pa.) 2, Lamar (Texas) 2,
Bryant (R.I.) 1, Dayton (Ohio) 1, Georgia State 1. 

SPORTS NETWORK FCS TOP 25

SEPTEMBER
12 GEORGIA SOUTHERN [Cereal Bowl] W, 44-6
19 *INDIANA STATE [Beef Bowl] W, 41-0
26 *at Illinois State W, 38-17
OCTOBER
3 at Cal Poly L, 14-21
10 *at Missouri State W, 24-17
17 *NORTH DAKOTA ST. [Dakota Marker] W, 28-13
24 *NORTHERN IOWA [Hobo Day] W, 24-14
31 *at Youngstown State (Ohio) W, 17-3
NOVEMBER
7 *SOUTHERN ILLINOIS L, 15-34
14 at Minnesota L, 13-16
21 *at Western Illinois W, 27-7
28 ^at Montana L, 48-61

* denotes Missouri Valley Football Conference game
^denotes FCS playoff game
All times Central Time unless noted

2009  RESULTS



2008 3-4 #14 Youngstown State (W, 40-7), #15 Western Illinois (W, 24-22), #8 Northern 
Iowa (L, 20-34), #4 McNeese State (L, 44-46 - 3OT), #3 Cal Poly (L, 28-42), 
#9 Southern Illinois (L, 35-38), at #24 North Dakota State (W, 25-24)

2009 1-3 at #17 Cal Poly (L, 14-21), vs. #6 Northern Iowa (W, 24-14), vs. #3 Southern 
Illinois (L, 15-34), at #1 Montana (L, 48-61)

2010 0-1 at #16 Delaware (L, 3-26)

SCOUTING NEBRASKA: Nebraska has been dominant on both sides of the ball in
starting the season with a perfect 3-0 mark.

On offense, the Cornhuskers are averaging 513.3 yards of total offense, including 344
yards per game rushing. As a team, Nebraska is averaging 8.1 yards per carry, with its
top rushers Taylor Martinez and Roy Helu Jr., posting averages of better than 10 yards
per carry. Martinez leads the squad with 421 yards and eight touchdowns, while Helu
has tallied 246 yards and four TDs. Rex Burkhead has added 238 yards and a pair of
TDs, while averaging 8.8 yards per attempt.

Martinez is a dual threat at quarterback as he has completed 65.1 percent of his pass-
es for 392 yards and a touchdown. Brandon Kinnie leads the receivers with 14 catches
for 181 yards, with Niles Paul adding 10 receptions for 144 yards and a touchdown.

An aggressive Cornhusker defense has forced 10 turnovers in three games, sacked
opposing quarterbacks nine times and is limiting the opposition to 3.5 yards per rushing
attempt. Of the eight interceptions the team has recorded in 2010, three have been
returned for touchdowns. Alfonzo Dennard and P.J. Smith each have two interceptions.

Levonte David leads the defensive unit with 25 tackles, followed by DeJon Gomes. All-
America candidate Jared Crick has made 16 tackles, including four for loss, and Baker
Steinkuler leads the team with 3.5 sacks.

LAST WEEK: For the second consecutive week, the South Dakota State University
football team dug itself an early hole and couldn’t recover, falling 24-14 to Illinois State
in the home and Missouri Valley Football Conference opener Sept. 18 before a Cereal
Bowl crowd of 12,425 at Coughlin-Alumni Stadium.

The 20th-ranked Jackrabbits fell to 0-2 overall, while Illinois State improved to 2-1 on
the season, including a 1-0 mark in league play.

SDSU missed out on a couple scoring chances in the first quarter. On the opening
drive, the Jackrabbits moved the ball into Illinois State territory only to have a dropped
pass on a third-and-7 play stall the drive.

The Redbirds broke into the scoring column with a methodical 17-play, 82-yard drive
that chewed up more than seven minutes. Sophomore quarterback Matt Brown was 
5-for-6 passing on the drive for 53 yards and running back Ashton Leggett added 26
yards on the ground, including the final two yards for the first touchdown of the game
with 3 minutes, 18 seconds remaining in the first quarter.

The Jackrabbits took over at the Redbird 47 after a 41-yard kickoff return by Cole
Brodie and gained one first down before Kyle Harris’ 51-yard field goal attempt missed
wide right. SDSU converted only one of its first 11 third-down attempts in the game
before finishing 3-of-13.

Illinois State took advantage of a turnover early in the second quarter to build the lead
to 10-0. Austin Davis’ diving interception on a bobbled pass gave the Redbirds at the
SDSU 27. Steven Fetzer later connected on a 36-yard field goal.

After SDSU missed a 35-yard field goal, the Redbirds extended their lead to 17-0
with another long drive in the closing minutes of the first half. Brown capped a 10-play,
80-yard drive with a 23-yard scoring strike to Tyrone Walker.

The Jackrabbits put together their best drive of the season to open the second half, but
again came up empty as Harris missed his third field goal of the night, a 34-yard
attempt that was blocked by the Redbirds’ Nick Broome. Kyle Minett had put the
Jackrabbits into the red zone with a 46-yard run.

The Redbirds put the game out of reach late in the third as Brown hit Marvon Sanders
for a 13-yard touchdown pass.

After being held without a touchdown for the first seven quarters of the season, SDSU
finally reached paydirt in the opening minute of the fourth quarter as Tyler Duffy found
the end zone from three yards out. Thomas O'Brien then hit Minett for the two-point

1. Southern Illinois (30) 313
2. South Dakota State (2) 252
3. Illinois State (3) 249
4. Northern Iowa (1) 244
5. Missouri State 164
6. North Dakota State 151
7. Youngstown State 130
8. Western Illinois 70
9. Indiana State 47

MISSOURI VALLEY FOOTBALL CONFERENCE
Games Saturday, Sept. 25

*Indiana State at Western Illinois, 3 p.m.
*Southern Illinois at Youngstown State, 3 p.m.

*Missouri State at Illinois State, 6 p.m.
South Dakota at North Dakota State, 6 p.m.

Northern Iowa at Iowa State, 6 p.m.
South Dakota State at Nebraska, 6 p.m.

*Missouri Valley Football Conference game
Note: All times Central unless noted

MVFC PRESEASON POLL 

SCORE BY QUARTERS 1 2 3 4 FINAL
Illinois State (2-1, 1-0) 7 10 7 0 24
South Dakota State (0-2, 0-1) 0 0 0 14 14

SCORING SUMMARY
1st  3:18 ILS Ashton Leggett 2 yd run (Steven Fetzer kick)
2nd 9:33 ILS Fetzer 36 yd field goal

00:30 ILS Tyrone Walker 23 yd pass from Matt Brown
(Fetzer kick)

3rd 2:33 ILS Marvon Sanders 13 yd pass from Brown
(Fetzer kick)

4th 14:21 SDSU Tyler Duffy 3 yd run 
(Kyle Minett pass from Thomas O’Brien)

7:50 SDSU Brandon Hubert 5 yd pass from O’Brien
(rush failed)

TEAM STATISTICS ILS SDSU
FIRST DOWNS 22 21
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 46-192 26-129
PASSING YDS (NET) 172 245
Passes Att-Comp-Int 29-20-0 42-24-2
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 75-364 68-374
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0
Punt Returns-Yards 1-1 4-20
Kickoff Returns-Yards 3-73 5-117
Interception Returns-Yards 2-0 0-0
Punts (Number-Avg) 7-35.0 4-35.8
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-1
Penalties-Yards 11-76 7-83
Possession Time 35:22 24:38
Third-Down Conversions 6 of 15 3 of 13
Fourth-Down Conversions 0 of 0 1 of 2
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 3 of 3 2 of 4
Sacks By: Number-Yards 2-15 1-6

RUSHING LEADERS:ILS - Ashton Leggett 20-100, Erik Smith 18-79.
SDSU - Kyle Minett 18-120, Tyler Duffy 4-20. PASSING LEADERS:
ILS - Matt Brown 20-29-0 172. SDSU - Thomas O’Brien 24-42-2 245.
RECEIVING LEADERS:ILS - Marvon Sanders 10-82, Tyrone Walker 2-
34, Ben Erickson 2-16, Erik Smith 2-15, Matt Mose 2-13. SDSU -
Aaron Rollin 6-74, Brandon Hubert 6-54, Kyle Minett 5-32, Tyrel Kool
3-35. INTERCEPTIONS:ILS - Austin Davis 1-0, E.J. Jones 1-0. SDSU
- none. SACKS:ILS - Eric Brunner 1-6, Colton Underwood 1-9. SDSU
- Brian Fischer 1-6. TACKLE LEADERS (UA-A-TOT):ILS - Austin
Davis 5-5-10, Josh Howe 4-6-10, Nick Broome 4-3-7, Casey
Kociuba 2-5-7. SDSU - Derek Domino 3-8-11, Corey Jeske 4-5-9,
Anthony Wise 1-6-7, Cole Brodie 0-6-6.
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conversion.
The Jackrabbit comeback attempt continued as O'Brien completed 6-of-7 passes,

including a 5-yard touchdown pass to Brandon Hubert to wrap up an eight-play, 51-yard
drive.

But it would be too little, too late as the Jackrabbits turned the ball over — an inter-
ception and a fumble — on their next two possessions.

The Jackrabbits’ late offensive spurt gave them a 374-364 advantage in total offense.
Minett, a Walter Payton Award candidate, gained 120 yards on 18 carries. O’Brien com-
pleted 24-of-42 passes for 245 yards, with Aaron Rollin catching six passes for 74 yards
and Hubert adding six receptions for 54 yards.

Illinois State was led by Leggett with 100 yards on 20 carries. Brown connected on
20-of-29 passes for 172 yards, with Sanders his primary target by collecting 10 recep-
tions for 82 yards.

Derek Domino paced the Jackrabbit defense with 11 tackles, followed by Corey Jeske
with nine. Davis and Josh Howe each made 10 stops to led Illinois State.

SDSU returns to action with a Sept. 25 matchup at Nebraska. Kickoff is set for 6 p.m.
at Memorial Stadium in Lincoln. Illinois State hosts Missouri State in an MVFC matchup.

MINETT ON PAYTON LIST:South Dakota State University running back Kyle Minett
is one of 20 players named to the preseason watch list for the 2010 Walter Payton Award,
which is awarded to the top offensive player in the NCAA Division I Football Championship
Subdivision.

A native of Ruthton, Minn., Minett entered his senior season third among returning FCS
backs and fourth on the SDSU career charts with 3,069 career rushing yards, a total that
climbed to 3,211 yards after an 18-carry, 120-yard performance in the conference opener
against Illinois. A two-time second-team all-Missouri Valley Football Conference selection,
he has posted back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons, rushing for 1,289 yards and 14 touch-
downs in 2008 and 1,304 yards and 16 TDs last season. In addition, Minett has 84 career
receptions for 752 yards and seven scores.

Minett, who was named to the Associated Press All-America Third Team in 2009, is the
first SDSU football player to be nominated for the Walter Payton Award, which is sponsored
by Fathead.com and presented by The Sports Network. The Walter Payton Award watch list
will be updated on Oct. 4 and 25, with ballots sent to a panel of approximately 200 sports
information and media relations directors, broadcasters, writers and other dignitaries after
the regular season on Nov. 22. Three finalists will be announced on Dec. 1 and invited to
The Sports Network/Fathead FCS Awards Presentation Jan. 6 — the night before the FCS
national championship game — in Frisco, Texas.

KYLEMINETTÕS CAREERSTATISTICS

Year Rush Yds Avg TD LG High Game Rec Yds Avg TD LG
2007 77 476 6.2 5 36 134 16 162 10.1 2 *40
2008 255 1,289 5.1 14 *56 205 44 415 9.4 4 27
2009 270 1,304 4.8 16 *64 164 19 143 7.5 1 18
2010 32 152 4.8 0 46 120 7 39 5.6 0 12
Career 634 3,221 5.0 35 *64 205 86 759 8.8 7 *40

KYLEMINETTÕS 2009 GAME-BY-GAMESTATISTICS

Opponent No. Gain Loss Net TD LG Avg Rec. Yds TD
Georgia Southern 22 129 1 128 2 46 5.8 0 0 0
Indiana State 18 97 2 85 1 49 5.3 3 14 1
Illinois State 21 152 6 146 2 *64 7.0 0 0 0
Cal Poly 17 56 0 56 2 *9 3.3 3 19 0
Missouri State 26 106 1 105 1 13 4.0 0 0 0
North Dakota State 34 169 5 164 2 *20 4.8 2 3 0
Northern Iowa 22 113 8 105 0 59 4.8 4 39 0
Youngstown State 22 87 0 87 2 18 4.0 2 32 0
Southern Illinois 11 63 2 61 0 15 5.5 1 11 0
Minnesota 19 80 1 79 0 15 4.2 1 -3 0
Western Illinois 23 148 1 147 2 *39 6.4 2 27 0
Montana 35 137 6 131 2 13 3.7 1 1 0
Season Totals 270 1,337 33 1,304 16 *64 4.8 19 143 1

CAREER
1. Josh Ranek, 1997-2001 ....................6,744
2. Anthony Watson, 2003-06 ................3,712
3. Dan Sonnek, 1984-87 ......................3,304
4. Kyle Minett, 2007-present............3,221
5. Les Tuma, 1970-73 ..........................3,018
6. Cory Koenig, 2004-07 ......................2,990
7. Darwin Gonnerman, 1966-68............2,598
8. Rick Wegher, 1981-84 ......................2,293
9. Paul Klinger, 1990-94 ......................2,161

10. Joe Thorne, 1959-61 ........................2,156

SEASON
1. Josh Ranek, 1999 ............................2,055
2. Josh Ranek, 1998 ............................1,881
3. Josh Ranek, 2001 ............................1,804
4. Dan Sonnek, 1985............................1,518
5. Rick Wegher, 1984 ............................1,317
6. Kyle Minett, 2009........................1,304
7. Kyle Minett, 2008........................1,289
8. Cory Koenig, 2007 ............................1,266
9. Dan Nelson, 1993 ............................1,150

10. Anthony Watson, 2004 ......................1,088

SDSU RUSHING TOP 10

2007
vs. Texas State, 9-22-07 • 11 carries, 134 yards, 1 TD

2008
at Iowa State, 8-28-08 • 22 carries, 111 yards, 1 TD
vs. Youngstown State, 9-6-08 • 14 carries, 123 yards, 2 TD
at Stephen F. Austin, 9-27-08 • 33 carries, 103 yards, 3 TD
at Indiana State, 10-25-08 • 21 carries, 145 yards, 2 TD
vs. Missouri State, 11-1-08 • 23 carries, 205 yards, 1 TD
vs. Illinois State, 11-8-08 • 25 carries, 161 yards, 0 TD

2009
vs. Georgia Southern, 9-12-09 • 22 carries, 128 yards, 2 TD
at Illinois State, 9-26-09 • 21 carries, 146 yards, 2 TD
at Missouri State, 10-10-09 • 26 carries, 105 yards, 1 TD
vs. North Dakota State, 10-17-09 • 34 carries, 164 yards,
2 TD
vs. Northern Iowa, 10-24-09 • 22 carries, 105 yards
at Western Illinois, 11-21-09 • 23 carries, 147 yards, 2 TD
at Montana, 11-28-09 • 35 carries, 131 yards, 2 TD

2009
vs. Illinois State, 9-18-10 • 18 carries, 120 yards

MINETT 100-YARD GAMES



KYLEMINETTÕS 2010 GAME-BY-GAMESTATISTICS

Opponent No. Gain Loss Net TD LG Avg Rec. Yds TD
Delaware 14 34 2 32 0 6 2.3 2 7 0
Illinois State 18 121 1 120 0 46 6.7 5 32 0
Season Totals 32 155 3 152 0 46 4.8 7 39 0
* denotes touchdown

PRESEASON ALL-AMERICANS: Three seniors on the South Dakota State University
football team have been named to preseason All-America teams.

Center Ryan McKnight was named to the first team of preseason All-America squads
selected by The Sports Network and College Sporting News. The 6-foot-1, 295-pound
senior from Sioux Falls, was a first-team all-Missouri Valley Football Conference selection in
2009 after starting all 12 games for the Jackrabbits' playoff-qualifying squad and was an
integral part of an offense that averaged 27.8 points and 341.2 yards of total offense per
game.

Linebacker Derek Domino  earned second-team recognition on the CSN squad. A native
of Spring Lake Park, Minn., Domino also earned first-team all-MVFC recognition in 2009
after leading the squad with 100 tackles and sharing the team lead with five interceptions.
Domino returned two of his interceptions for touchdowns.

Running back Kyle Minett was tabbed as a third-team selection by both The Sports
Network and College Sporting News. In 2009, Minett was named to the Associated Press
All-America Third Team. 

PRIDDY PUNTING: Jackrabbit punter Dean Priddy put together a strong performance
in the opening game of the season at Delaware. A senior from Eden Prairie, Minn., Priddy
punted four times for an average of 55 yards, with a net punting average of 53.2 yards.
His punts traveled 44, 72, 53 and 51 yards, with the 72-yarder a career long that pinned
Delaware inside its own 5-yard line late in the first half.

For his efforts, Priddy received co-Punter of the Week recognition from College Football
Performance Awards, sharing the honor with Mike Hammonds of Chattanooga (Tenn.).

Priddy punted five times in the Illinois State game, landing two inside the Redbirds; 20-
yard line. He is averaging 45.4 yards for the season.

KOOL CATCHING ON: Sophomore Tyrel Kool made a seamless transition to wide
receiver as a he was a standout performer on offense for the Jackrabbits in their season
opener at Delaware.

A converted running back, Kool caught a game-high nine passes for 107 yards in a 
losing effort, including a leaping 44-yard reception in the fourth quarter. Against Illinois
State, Kool contributed three receptions for 35 yards.

The Yankton native third on the team in rushing in 2009 with 96 yards, averaging 5.6
yards per carry. He also caught one pass for seven yards during his freshman season.

KJERSTAD CALLS IT QUITS:South Dakota State will play the 2010 season without
one of its captains as senior strong safety Conrad Kjerstad has opted not to play due to a
neck injury.

“I’m confident it’s the right decision, but it isn’t an easy one,” said the Wall native who
shared the team lead with five interceptions and ranked third in tackles with 81 in earn-
ing second-team all-Missouri Valley Football Conference recognition during the
Jackrabbits’ playoff-qualifying season in 2009. He was a preseason all-MVFC pick this
season.

Kjerstad was diagnosed with a degenerative spinal condition that worsened in recent
months. He sat out most of fall camp, briefly participating in non-contact drills before
informing the team of his decision last week. He will remain associated with the team as
a student coach.

“Obviously we will miss his play-making ability; we will miss his leadership on the
field,” head coach John Stiegelmeier said. “We’re disappointed for him because he’s
worked so hard and accomplished so much.”

For his career, Kjerstad tallied 158 tackles and 10 interceptions. He also has excelled in
the classroom, earning second-team ESPN The Magazine Academic All-America recogni-
tion and being selected to the FCS Athletic Directors Association Academic All-Star Team.

RUSHING YARDS
Kyle Minett 152
Tyler Duffy 22
Tyrel Kool 4

PASSING YARDS
Thomas O’Brien 470

RECEPTIONS
Tyrel Kool 12
Aaron Rollin 8
Brandon Hubert 7
Kyle Minett 7
Colin Cochart 4
Trevor Tiefenthaler 4

RECEIVING YARDS
Tyrel Kool 142
Aaron Rollin 88
Brandon Hubert 63
Trevor Tiefenthaler 59
Kyle Minett 39
Matt Hylland 29

POINTS
Tyler Duffy 6
Brandon Hubert 6
Kyle Harris 3
Kyle Minett 2

TACKLES
Anthony Wise 23
Derek Domino 21
Brian Fischer 14
Corey Jeske 12
Mike Lien 11
Cole Brodie 10
Andy Mink 10

TACKLES FOR LOSS
Brian Fischer 1.0
Dirk Kool 1.0
Skyler Luxa 1.0
Tony Thompson 1.0
Chris Tracy 1.0

SACKS
Brian Fischer 1.0
Chris Tracy 1.0

FORCED FUMBLES
Brandon Hubert 1

FUMBLE RECOVERIES
Chris Tracy 1

PASS BREAKUPS
Erich Feller 2
Jake Steffen 2

2 0 1 0  L E A D E R S



COACH STIG:John Stiegelmeier has built the South Dakota State University football
team into a consistent winner and a program on the rise in the ranks of the Division I
Football Championship Subdivision.

Overall, Coach Stig has led the Jackrabbits to an 83-62 record (.572 winning percent-
age). SDSU has posted eight consecutive winning seasons, including the school’s first six
campaigns at the FCS (formerly Division I-AA) level. The Jackrabbits have had a winning
record in 11 of Stiegelmeier’s 13 years as head coach, including six with seven or more
victories.

The 2009 season proved to be a memorable one as Stiegelmeier led the Jackrabbits to
their first FCS playoff appearance and the program’s first postseason appearance in 30
years. The Jackrabbits finished as runner-up in the Missouri Valley Football Conference with
a 7-1 record and finished the season 8-4 overall. SDSU led for much of its playoff game at
top-seeded Montana, before falling 61-48 to the eventual national runner-up Grizzlies.
Nationally ranked for the entire season, including appearing in the top 10 for two weeks,
the Jackrabbits finished the 2009 campaign ranked 11th in both the FCS Coaches' and
Sports Network media polls.

In 2008, the Jackrabbits entered another new era in their Division I pursuits as they
joined the nine-team Missouri Valley Football Conference. With the transition from Division
II completed, SDSU fell just short of a playoff berth in its first season of eligibility, ending
the year with a 7-5 overall record and 6-2 mark in the MVFC. Of SDSU’s five losses, four
came against ranked FCS opponents, including conference co-champions Northern Iowa
and Southern Illinois. The team’s other loss was at the hands of Football Bowl Subdivision
opponent Iowa State in the season opener. That game marked the first time the Jackrabbits
had played an FBS opponent since moving to Division I at the start of the 2004 season.

Under Stiegelmeier's guidance, SDSU has appeared in the FCS rankings each of the last
three seasons. The Jackrabbits cracked the national poll for the first time in late October
2006, after posting back-to-back come-from-behind victories over Cal Poly and UC Davis.
After climbing as high as No. 19 on the final week of the regular season, the Jackrabbits
finished the 2006 season ranked 22nd by the Sports Network.

SDSU began the 2007 season in a preseason national poll for the first time, checking in
at No. 20 in the Sports Network poll. The Jackrabbits dropped out of the rankings after a
season-opening loss and didn’t return to the top 25 until the final poll of the season with a
19th-place showing.

Also during the 2007 season, SDSU claimed its first conference title since 1963 by 
winning the Great West Football Conference championship. After starting 0-3 for the second
consecutive season, SDSU reeled off seven wins in its final eight games, including a 29-24
victory over previously undefeated North Dakota State the final week of the season, to
claim the GWFC title with a 7-4 overall record and 4-0 mark in league play.

In leading SDSU to the GWFC title, Stiegelmeier was named conference coach of the
year and was honored by the American Football Coaches Association as the Division I
Football Championship Subdivision Region 5 Coach of the Year. In addition, he was named
as one of five finalists in the FCS for the 2007 Liberty Mutual Coach of the Year Award.

After posting back-to-back 6-5 seasons in 2004 and 2005, the Jackrabbits rose another
notch in 2006 as they compiled a 7-4 overall record, finishing the season ranked 21st in
the final FCS poll conducted by The Sports Network and 22nd in the College Sporting News
coaches’ poll. Following an 0-3 start, the Jackrabbits rebounded by winning seven consecu-
tive games for the first time since 1963. Three of the victories came in the closing minutes
against nationally ranked teams, setting up a showdown with North Dakota State on the
final week of the season for both the Dakota Marker and Great West Football Conference
title.

Although SDSU fell short in the championship game, the Jackrabbits finished with their
most victories since 2003 and their best mark in the three-year history of the GWFC at 3-1.

Stiegelmeier, 53, is the 20th head coach for the Jackrabbits. His tenure of 13 years as
head coach is the second-longest head coaching stint in school history.

The Selby, S.D., native first became acquainted with the Jackrabbit football program as a
student assistant under John Gregory during SDSU’s only other NCAA playoff season in
1979. With the Jackrabbits victory at McNeese State (La.) on Sept. 30, 2006, Stiegelmeier

YEAR OVERALL CONF

1997 4-6 3-6
1998 6-5 5-4
1999 8-3 6-3
2000 6-5 4-5
2001 5-6 4-4
2002 6-4 4-4
2003 7-4 4-3
2004 6-5 2-3
2005 6-5 3-2
2006 7-4 3-1
2007 7-4 4-0
2008 7-5 6-2
2009 8-4 7-1
2010 0-2 0-1
Totals 83-62 55-39

• 2007 Great West Football Conference Coach of the
Year
• 2007 American Football Coaches Association FCS
Region 5 Coach of the Year
• 2007, 2009 Liberty Mutual Coach of the Year Finalist
• Ranks second on SDSU career victories list with an
83-62 record
• The Jackrabbits have compiled a 56-19 home record
in Coach Stig’s 13-plus seasons as head coach
• SDSU has a 139-103 overall record since Coach Stig
joined the coaching staff as a full-time assistant in
1988

• 1999 North Central Conference Coach of the Year
• For more information, log on to coachstig.com

C O A C H  S T I G



passed Gregory (55-50-3 from 1972-81) for sole possession of second place on the SDSU
career wins list.

After graduating from SDSU with degrees in mathematics and physical education,
Stiegelmeier enrolled in graduate school at the University of Northern Iowa, where he
served on the coaching staff of a Panther squad which posted a 7-4 mark in 1981.

Stiegelmeier coached at Eau Claire (Wis.) North High School from 1981-84, then
returned to his home state as defensive coordinator, secondary coach and recruiting coordi-
nator at Northern State University from 1984-87. Northern was 8-3 in his last season with
the Wolves and finished fourth in the nation in total defense.

After NSU, Stiegelmeier went back to school, enrolling at the University of Wisconsin,
where he was a graduate assistant on the staff headed by Don Morton while working on
his doctorate.

Stiegelmeier returned to his alma mater in July 1988, joining Wayne Haensel’s Jackrabbit
coaching staff as secondary coach and recruiting coordinator. After Haensel stepped down
following the 1990 season, Stiegelmeier was elevated to defensive coordinator by new
head coach Mike Daly.

In six seasons as defensive coordinator, Stiegelmeier helped guide the Jackrabbits to a
41-23 record, turning in a winning record in all six seasons, including five seven-win sea-
sons. That track record of success helped Stiegelmeier secure his first head coaching posi-
tion in December 1996, when he was named Daly’s successor.

The Stiegelmeier era opened in style Sept. 13, 1997, as the Jackrabbits recorded a 17-7
victory at UC Davis. Although SDSU finished Stiegelmeier’s first season with a 4-6 record,
the foundation was laid for future success. The Jackrabbits posted a 6-5 record during the
1998 season and broke through with an 8-3 overall mark and a 6-3, fourth-place showing
in the North Central Conference.

Led by Harlon Hill candidate Josh Ranek, SDSU posted its most victories in 20 years in
1999 and was ranked 15th in the final NCAA Division II regular season poll, despite being
picked sixth in the NCC race by both the coaches and media. That season, Stiegelmeier was
named North Central Conference Coach of the Year.

SDSU went on to post upper-division finishes in the NCC three of its last four years before
moving into the ranks of Division I-AA (now Football Championship Subdivision) in 2004.

THE JACKRABBIT JOURNEY: Former South Dakota State University football player
Casey Hillman successfully completed “The Jackrabbit Journey,” a walk across South
Dakota to raise money and awareness for the Jackrabbit Athletic Endowment.

A Sioux Falls resident, Hillman began his journey through the Rushmore State in
Deadwood on Sept. 4. During his journey logged more than 400 miles on foot before
ending his journey Sept. 18 by walking into Coughlin-Alumni Stadium and presenting
the game ball for the opening kickoff of the Jackrabbit football team’s home opener
against Illinois State.

Hillman lettered as a cornerback for the Jackrabbits from 1998-2001. He was a sec-
ond-team all-North Central Conference selection in 1999, when he led the team with six
interceptions.

Donations are still being accepted online through the SDSU Foundation, or by calling
(605) 688-6942. Funds should be designated for Athletics/Jackrabbit Club with “The
Jackrabbit Journey” included in the comments section.

ACADEMIC SUCCESS: The SDSU football team continued to gain conference and
national recognition for its academic pursuits during the 2009 season.

Headlining the individual award winners were juniors Kyle Minett and Conrad
Kjerstad, who received recognition on the ESPN The Magazine Academic All-America
Team within the University Division.

A running back from Ruthton, Minn., Minett was honored on the first team for the 
second consecutive year with a 3.60 grade-point average while majoring in economics.

Kjerstad, a safety from Wall, earned second-team honors with a 3.93 GPA in agricul-
tural business. He later was named to the 12th annual Football Championship
Subdivision Athletics Directors Association Academic All-Star Team.

Minett and Kjerstad were joined on the ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District

OFFENSIVE TEAM AVERAGES2009 2010
Points per Game 27.8 8.5
Rushing Attempts per Game 35.8 21.5
Rushing Yards per Game 132.3 77.0
Rushing Yards per Attempt 3.7 3.6
Completion Percentage 60.0% 54.0%
Passing Yards per Game 208.9 235.0
Passing Yards per Completion 11.5 10.0
Total Offense per Game 341.2 312.0
Average per Play 5.2 4.8
First Downs per Game 17.8 16.0
Sacks Allowed per Game 1.8 1.5
Turnovers (Giveaways) per Game 1.6 3.0
Third-Down Conversions 39% 21%
Fourth-Down Conversions 25% 33%
Possession Time 30:01 23:33
DEFENSIVE AVERAGES 2009 2010
Points Allowed Per Game 17.4 25.0
Rushing Yards Per Game 102.6 224.5
Rushing Yards Per Attempt 3.1 4.7
Completion Percentage 57.5% 63.0%
Passing Yards Per Game 186.9 157.5
Passing Yards Per Completion 9.3 9.3
Total Offense Per Game 289.5 382.0
Average per Play 4.2 5.1
First Downs Per Game 16.8 22.5
Sacks per Game 2.4 1.0
Takeaways (Turnovers Forced) 1.9 0.5
Third-Down Conversions 35% 48%
Fourth-Down Conversions 50% 0-0 0%
Possession Time Allowed 29:59 36:27
MISCELLANEOUS AVERAGES2009 2010
Penalties Per Game 4.5 6.5
Penalty Yards Per Game 40.4 59.0
Punt Return Average 8.0 8.8
Kickoff Return Average 22.5 20.1
Punting Average 40.6 45.4
Opponent Penalties Per Game 5.9 7.5
Opponent Penalty Yards Per Game 51.0 58.0
Opponent Punt Return Average 6.6 2.0
Opponent Kickoff Return Average 19.3 18.8

S TAT I S T I CA L  
C O M PA R I S O N



Team by senior offensive lineman Casey Knips and punter Dean Priddy.
After leading the Missouri Valley Football Conference in team grade-point average dur-

ing the 2008 season, the Jackrabbits posted a league-best 10 selections, including three
first-team honorees, on the 2009 MVFC All-Academic Team, which was announced in
December. It marked the fifth consecutive season SDSU led its football conference in all-
academic picks.

The league also recognized 52 Jackrabbit players following the conclusion of the
2009-10 academic year on the MVFC Honor Roll for posting a GPA of 3.0 or better
while being enrolled in at least 12 hours during the fall. Of those 52 players, 25 quali-
fied for the Commissioner’s Academic Excellence Award, which requires a minimum 3.2
GPA for each of the previous two semesters.

In addition, Tyler Duffy, Knips and Priddy received the Presidents Council Academic
Award, which requires a minimum 3.5 cumulative GPA and within 18 hours of gradua-
tion.

NEXT WEEK:The Jackrabbits return to Missouri Valley Football Conference action by
traveling to Cedar Falls, Iowa, for a matchup against nationally ranked Northern Iowa.
Kickoff is slated for 4:05 p.m. at the UNI-Dome.

Sept. 11 at Delaware
Offense - Tyrel Kool, Ryan McKnight
Defense - Brian Fischer
Special Teams - Dean Priddy, Ross Basham, Brandon
Hubert
Scout Team Offense - Zach Zenner
Scout Team Defense - Taylor Gibson
Scout Team Special Teams - Travis Lindstrom

Sept. 18 vs. Illinois State
Offense - Jon Fick, Kyle Minett
Defense - Cole Brodie
Special Teams - Seth Daughters
Scout Team Offense - Andrew Mueller
Scout Team Defense - Travis Lindstrom
Scout Team Special Teams - Jason Schneider

PLAYERS OF THE WEEK



GAME RECAPS
NEWARK, Del. — Delaware rolled up 400 yards of total offense

and held South Dakota State without a touchdown, posting a 26-3
victory in a matchup between nationally ranked teams Sept. 11 in
Newark, Del.

The Blue Hens, ranked 16th in the Sports Network/Fathead.com
media poll and 17th by the FCS coaches, improved to 2-0. SDSU,
ranked ninth in both polls, was playing its season opener.

Mistakes plagued the Jackrabbits early on, committing two penalties
on the opening drive of the game before quarterback Thomas O’Brien’s
first pass of the season was intercepted by Anthony Bratton at the
SDSU 30.

Delaware took advantage of the short field, scoring on a 7-yard
pass from Walter Payton Award candidate Pat Devlin to Phillip Thaxton
to cap an eight-play drive.

The Blue Hens scored again on a 40-yard field goal by Mike Perry
and extended the lead to 17-0 late in the first quarter. After another
interception gave Delaware the ball at the SDSU 43, Andrew Pierce
scored from 3 yards out to finish off another eight-play drive.

SDSU came back to put together its best drive of the first half only
to come up empty. After O’Brien began to find a rhythm, the
Jackrabbit drive stalled at the Delaware 27 and Kyle Harris’ 44-yard
field goal attempt was no good after a high snap.

Delaware strung together a nine-play, 66-yard drive midway
through the second quarter before Perry converted a 27-yard field
goal to put the Blue Hens out front 20-0.

The Jackrabbits broke into the scoring column 87 seconds into the
second half. On the opening kickoff, Brandon Hubert caused Anthony
Grant to fumble and Chris Tracy recovered at the Blue Hen 11. SDSU
moved the ball to the 3 before having to settle for a 20-yard field goal
by Harris.

The Delaware rushing attack began chewing up big chunks of
yardage in the second half. The Blue Hens gained 105 yards on the
ground in the third quarter alone, en route to a 257-25 advantage for
the game. David Hayes scooted around the left end for a 26-yard
touchdown run with 3 minutes and 3 seconds remaining to put the
Blue Hens on top 26-3. The extra point was missed.

Pierce led the way with 26 carries for 165 yards in topping the
100-yard for the second consecutive week, with Hayes adding 11 car-
ries for 64 yards. Delaware owned a 15-minute advantage in time of
possession, 37:32 to 22:28.

Devlin connected with seven different receivers, ending the day 14-
of-25 yards for 143 yards. Nihja White and Thaxton each caught three
passes for 27 and 23 yards, respectively.

The Jackrabbit offense was paced by Tyrel Kool, who hauled in nine
receptions for 107 yards. O’Brien completed 23-of-45 passes for 225
yards, but was intercepted three times.

SDSU’s Walter Payton Award candidate Kyle Minett was limited to 32
yards on 14 carries.

Defensively, Anthony Wise made a career-high 16 tackles to lead
SDSU. Derek Domino added 10 stops. Marcus Burley and Andrew
Harrison shared team-high honors with nine tackles for Delaware.
SCORE BY QUARTERS 1 2 3 4 FINAL
South Dakota State (0-1) 0 0 3 0 3
Delaware (2-0) 17 3 6 0 26

SCORING SUMMARY
1st  9:51 UD Phillip Thaxton 7 yd pass from Pat Devlin (Mike Perry kick)

5:03 UD Perry 40 yd field goal
1:19 UD Andrew Pierce 3 yd run (Perry kick)

2nd 5:41 UD Perry 27 yd field goal
3rd 13:33 SDSU Kyle Harris 20 yd field goal

3:03 UD David Hayes 26 yd run (Perry kick)

TEAM STATISTICS SDSU UD
FIRST DOWNS 11 23
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 17-25 50-257
PASSING YDS (NET) 225 143
Passes Att-Comp-Int 45-23-3 25-14-0
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 62-250 75-400
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0
Punt Returns-Yards 2-33 3-7
Kickoff Returns-Yards 5-84 2-26
Interception Returns-Yards 0-0 3-17
Punts (Number-Avg) 4-55,0 4-38.2
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-1
Penalties-Yards 6-35 4-40
Possession Time 22:28 37:32
Third-Down Conversions 3 of 15 9 of 16
Fourth-Down Conversions 1 of 4 0 of 0
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 1 of 3 4 of 5
Sacks By: Number-Yards 1-9 1-9

RUSHING LEADERS:SDSU - Kyle Minett 14-32, Tyler Duffy 1-2. UD - Andrew Pierce 26-165, David
Hayes 11-65, Leon Jackson 7-34. PASSING LEADERS:SDSU - Thomas O’Brien 23-45-3 225. UD - Pat
Devlin 14-25-0 143. RECEIVING LEADERS:SDSU - Tyrel Kool 9-107, Trevor Tiefenthaler 3-43, Matt
Hylland 3-29. UD - Nihja White 3-27, Phillip Thaxton 3-23. INTERCEPTIONS:SDSU - none. UD -
Anthony Bratton 2-3, Matt Marcorelle 1-14. SACKS:SDSU - Chris Tracy 1-9. UD - Michael Atunrase 1-4.
TACKLE LEADERS (UA-A-TOT):SDSU - Anthony Wise 7-9-16, Derek Domino 4-6-10, Brian Fischer
6-3-9, Andy Mink 3-4-7, Mike Lien 3-4-7. UD - Marcus Burley 6-3-9, Andrew Harrison 5-4-9,
Michael Atunrase 1-6-7.



OFFENSE
QB 4 THOMAS OÕBRIEN, 6-2, 205, So., Winona, Minn.

3 Jordan Thomas, 6-1, 200, Jr., Anaheim, Calif.
6 Austin Sumner, 6-4, 210, Fr, Brandon, S.D.

RB 30 KYLE MINETT, 5-10, 215, Sr., Ruthton, Minn.
25 Tyler Duffy, 5-10, 210, Sr., Brookings, S.D.
26 Dominique Clare, 5-11, 215, Jr., Delano, Minn.

WR 24 Matt Hylland, 5-10, 185, Sr., Sioux Falls, S.D
or 23 Brandon Hubert, 5-11, 190, R-Fr., Gretna, Neb.
(W-Back)81 Brandon Gant, 5-8, 195, Jr., Olathe, Kan.

WR 2 Tyrel Kool, 5-10, 185, So., Yankton, S.D. 
(X-Back) 80 Justin Mitchell, 6-1, 195, Sr., Saukville, Wis.
or 84 Trevor Tiefenthaler, 5-10, 175, R-Fr., Sioux Rapids, Iowa

WR 5 Aaron Rollin, 6-1, 215, So., LeeÕs Summit, Mo.
(Z-Back) 15 Brad Iverson, 6-4, 200, Jr., Sioux Falls, S.D.

TE 87 COLIN COCHART, 6-4, 260, Sr., Kewaunee, Wis.
86 Seth Daughters, 6-5, 235, So., Winner, S.D.
82 Vince Benedetto, 6-3, 245, R-Fr., Crystal Lake, Ill.

TE 89 Alex Beyer, 6-3, 250, Sr., Neenah, Wis.
47 Kyle Sheehan, 6-2, 250, Sr., Grayson, Ga.

LT 76 Bryan Witzmann, 6-7, 300, R-Fr., Houlton, Wis.
63 Tyler Luethje, 6-4, 285, So., Gladbrook, Iowa

or 75 Alex Dominguez, 6-4, 280, Jr., Ridgecrest, Calif.

LG 72 Jacob Ludemann, 6-6, 315, Sr., Norfolk, Neb.
62 Alex Olinger, 6-3, 290, So., Ames, Iowa

C 60 RYAN MCKNIGHT, 6-1, 295, Sr., Sioux Falls, S.D.
78 Will Castle, 6-2, 315, So., Brandon, S.D.

RG 74 Zach Buchner, 6-4, 290, Jr., Coon Rapids, Minn.
65 Alex Parker, 6-5, 300, R-Fr., Brookings, S.D.

RT 67 JON FICK, 6-4, 305, So., Hull, Iowa
63 Tyler Luethje, 6-4, 285, So., Gladbrook, Iowa

or 64 Josh Kage, 6-4, 280, R-Fr., Omaha, Neb.

DEFENSE
DE 54 Zacharia Bowers, 6-0, 235, Jr., Topeka, Kan.

91 Antonio Thompson, 6-3, 275, Sr., Sioux Falls, S.D.

DT 94 Brian Fischer, 6-3, 255, Sr., Ashton, Iowa
93 Chase Douglas, 6-3, 260, R-Fr., Brandon, S.D.

NT 98 ROSS BASHAM, 6-1, 275, Sr., Bridgeport, Texas
52 Andy Mink, 6-2, 270, So., Ashland, Neb.

DE 46 JAKE STEFFEN, 6-3, 240, Jr., Mount Vernon, S.D.
92 Eric Wood, 6-2, 235, Jr., Flower Mound, Texas

LB 48 Dirk Kool, 6-2, 230, Jr., Fairfield, Iowa 
(Will)  34 Doug Peete, 6-3, 220, R-Fr., Olathe, Kan.

LB 45 Mike Lien, 6-0, 215, Jr., Castaic, Calif.
(Mike) 38 Chris Tracy, 6-1, 225, So., Larchwood, Iowa

LB 39 DEREK DOMINO, 6-3, 225, Sr., Spring Lake Park, Minn.
(Sam) 11 Erich Feller, 6-1, 220, Jr., Charles City, Iowa 

LCB 28 Rodkem Matthews, 5-10, 190, Jr., Kansas City, Mo.
14 Winston Wright, 5-9, 185, R-Fr., LeeÕs Summit, Mo.

SS 7 Corey Jeske, 6-0, 200, Sr., Buffalo, Minn.
37 Skyler Luxa, 5-11, 210, So., Blair, Neb.

FS 22 ANTHONY WISE, 6-1, 195, Jr., The Colony, Texas
19 Bo Helm, 5-10, 185, So., Childress, Texas

RCB 21 COLE BRODIE, 5-10, 190, Sr., Dacula, Ga.
13 GENERAL PARNELL, 5-9, 195, Sr., San Bernardino, Calif.
8 Darryl Jackson, 5-9, 180, Jr., Corona, Calif.

* Returning starters indicated in CAPS

DEPTH CHART — NEBRASKA GAME

SPECIAL TEAMS
PK 29 KYLE HARRIS, 6-0, 190, Jr., Florissant, Mo.

99 Peter Reifenrath, 5-11, 195, Sr., Decorah, Iowa

P 51 DEAN PRIDDY, 6-2, 215, Sr., Eden Prairie, Minn.

LS 86 Seth Daughters, 6-5, 235, So., Winner, S.D.
48 Dirk Kool, 6-2, 230, Jr., Fairfield, Iowa

Short 47 Kyle Sheehan, 6-2, 250, Sr., Grayson, Ga.
Snaps 60 Ryan McKnight, 6-1, 295, Sr., Sioux Falls, S.D.

Holder 51 Dean Priddy, 6-2, 215, Sr., Eden Prairie, Minn.
24 Matt Hylland, 5-10, 185, Sr., Sioux Falls, S.D.

KOR 21 COLE BRODIE, 5-10, 190, Sr., Dacula, Ga.
26 Dominique Clare, 5-11, 215, Jr., Delano, Minn.

PR 21 COLE BRODIE, 5-10, 190, Sr., Dacula, Ga.
2 Tyrel Kool, 5-10, 185, So., Yankton, S.D.



South Dakota State University

JACKRABBITS
2010 Football Roster

NO. NAME POS HT WT YR HOMETOWN
1 Avery Boykin DB 5-10 175 Fr. Goodyear, Ariz.
2 Tyrel Kool WR 5-10 185 So. Yankton, S.D.
3 Jordan Thomas QB 6-1 200 Jr. Anaheim, Calif.
4 Thomas OÕBrien QB 6-2 205 So. Winona, Minn.
5 Aaron Rollin WR 6-1 215 So. LeeÕs Summit, Mo.
6 Austin Sumner QB 6-4 210 Fr. Brandon, S.D.
7 Corey Jeske DB 6-0 200 Sr. Buffalo, Minn.
8 Darryl Jackson DB 5-9 180 Jr. Corona, Calif.

10 Dominique Wright DB 5-10 165 Fr. LeeÕs Summit, Mo.
11 Erich Feller LB 6-1 220 Jr. Charles City, Iowa
12 Cedric Provost DB 5-11 185 Fr. Moreno Valley, Calif.
13 General Parnell DB 5-9 195 Sr. San Bernardino, Calif.
14 Winston Wright DB 5-9 185 R-Fr. LeeÕs Summit, Mo.
15 Brad Iverson WR 6-4 200 Jr. Sioux Falls, S.D.
16 Alex Kling DB 5-10 180 R-Fr. Belle Fourche, S.D.
17 Travis Lindstrom DB 5-11 190 R-Fr. Oakland, Neb.
18 Conrad Kjerstad DB 5-11 195 Sr. Wall, S.D.
19 Bo Helm DB 5-10 185 So. Childress, Texas
20 Julian Wagner WR 5-9 180 So. Fort Worth, Texas
21 Cole Brodie DB 5-10 190 Sr. Dacula, Ga.
22 Anthony Wise DB 6-1 195 Jr. The Colony, Texas
23 Brandon Hubert WR 5-11 190 R-Fr. Gretna, Neb.
24 Matt Hylland WR 5-10 185 Sr. Sioux Falls, S.D.
25 Tyler Duffy RB 5-10 210 Sr. Brookings, S.D.
26 Dominique Clare RB 5-11 215 Jr. Delano, Minn.
27 Mason Winterboer RB 5-11 195 R-Fr. Brookings, S.D.
28 Rodkem Matthews DB 5-10 190 Jr. Kansas City, Mo.
29 Kyle Harris K 6-0 190 Jr. Florissant, Mo.
30 Kyle Minett RB 5-10 215 Sr. Ruthton, Minn.
31 Zach Zenner RB 5-11 200 Fr. Eagan, Minn.
32 Brett Tigges DB 6-1 200 So. Ringsted, Iowa
32 Ethan Sawyer P 6-0 190 Fr. Brandon, S.D.
33 Eric Koehlmoos DB 5-11 210 R-Fr. Pierce, Neb.
33 Brad Tunge RB 5-10 200 Fr. Monroe, S.D.
34 Anthony ÒDougÓ PeeteLB 6-3 220 R-Fr. Olathe, Kan.
35 Kyle VanVoorst LB 6-0 200 So. Inwood, Iowa
36 Jack Sherlock LB 6-2 215 Fr. Chicago, Ill.
37 Skyler Luxa DB 5-11 210 So. Blair, Neb.
38 Chris Tracy LB 6-1 225 So. Larchwood, Iowa
39 Derek Domino LB 6-3 235 Sr. Spring Lake Park, Minn.
40 Ramel Crenshaw DB 5-9 170 Fr. Grayson, Ga.
41 Casey Cuppy WR 6-1 195 Jr. Harrold, S.D.
42 R.C. Kilgore LB 6-1 205 R-Fr. Cottage Grove, Minn.
43 Auston LaBlance DL 6-3 230 Fr. Kansas City, Mo.
44 Ross Shafrath LB 6-1 220 So. Hampton, Iowa
45 Mike Lien LB 6-0 215 Jr. Castaic, Calif.
46 Jake Steffen DL 6-3 240 Jr. Mount Vernon, S.D.
47 Kyle Sheehan TE 6-2 250 Sr. Grayson, Ga.
48 Dirk Kool LB 6-2 230 Jr. Fairfield, Iowa
49 Justin Syrovatka K 5-9 170 Fr. Sioux Falls, S.D.
50 Mao Lefiti DL 6-4 220 Sr. Koneoham, Hawaii
51 Dean Priddy P 6-2 215 Sr. Eden Prairie, Minn.
52 Andy Mink DL 6-2 270 So. Ashland, Neb.
53 Taylor Gibson LB 6-0 215 R-Fr. Clear Lake, S.D.
54 Zacharia Bowers DL 6-0 235 Jr. Topeka, Kan.
55 Josiah FitzsimmonsDL 6-3 250 So. Ames, Iowa
56 Nick Krings DL 6-2 230 Fr. Humphrey, Neb.

NO.NAME POS HT WT YR HOMETOWN
57 Matt Peitz DL 6-0 265 R-Fr. Crofton, Neb.
59 Taylor Suess OL 6-3 275 R-Fr. Columbus, Neb.
60 Ryan McKnight OL 6-1 295 Sr. Sioux Falls, S.D.
62 Alex Olinger OL 6-3 290 So. Ames, Iowa
63 Tyler Luethje OL 6-4 285 So. Gladbrook, Iowa
64 Josh Kage OL 6-4 280 R-Fr. Omaha, Neb.
65 Alex Parker OL 6-5 300 R-Fr. Brookings, S.D.
66 Trevor Greger OL 6-3 300 Fr. Wagner, S.D.
67 Jon Fick OL 6-4 305 So. Hull, Iowa
71 Nick Purcell OL 6-1 285 Fr. Rapid City, S.D.
72 Jacob Ludemann OL 6-6 315 Sr. Norfolk, Neb.
73 Ryan Ode OL 6-6 270 Fr. Brandon, S.D.
74 Zach Buchner OL 6-4 290 Jr. Coon Rapids, Minn.
75 Alex Dominguez OL 6-4 280 Jr. Ridgecrest, Calif.
76 Bryan Witzmann OL 6-7 300 R-Fr. Houlton, Wis.
77 Andrew Mueller OL 6-2 230 Fr. Peculiar, Mo.
78 Will Castle OL 6-2 315 So. Brandon, S.D.
80 Justin Mitchell WR 6-1 195 So. Saukville, Wis.
81 Brandon Gant WR 5-8 195 Jr. Olathe, Kan.
82 Vince Benedetto TE 6-3 245 R-Fr. Crystal Lake, Ill.
83 Jason Schneider WR 6-3 210 Fr. Andover, Minn.
84 Trevor TiefenthalerWR 5-10 175 R-Fr. Sioux Rapids, Iowa
85 Nick Lee TE 6-5 235 Fr. Blue Earth, Minn.
86 Seth Daughters TE 6-5 235 So. Winner, S.D.
87 Colin Cochart TE 6-4 260 S. Kewaunee, Wis.
89 Alex Beyer TE 6-3 250 Sr. Neenah, Wis.
90 Eric Tuschen DL 6-3 230 Fr. Sioux Falls
91 Antonio Thompson DL 6-3 275 Sr. Sioux Falls, S.D.
92 Eric Wood DL 6-3 235 Jr. Flower Mound, Texas
93 Chase Douglas DL 6-3 260 R-Fr. Brandon, S.D.
94 Brian Fischer DL 6-3 255 Sr. Ashton, Iowa
95 Dijon Starr DL 6-0 280 Fr. New Brighton, Minn.
96 Kendall Ledbetter DL 6-2 340 R-Fr. Sioux Falls, S.D.
97 Simote Moala DL 5-11 315 R-Fr. Perris, Calif.
98 Ross Basham DL 6-1 275 Sr. Bridgeport, Texas
99 Peter Reifenrath K 5-11 185 Sr. Decorah, Iowa

COACHING STAFF
¥ Head Coach: John Stiegelmeier
¥ Assistant Head Coach/Offensive Coordinator/Offensive Line: Luke
Meadows
¥ Co-Defensive Coordinator/Secondary: Jay Bubak
¥ Co-Defensive Coordinator/Defensive Line/Recruiting Coordinator: Clint
Brown
¥ Passing Game Coordinator/Quarterbacks: Eric Eidsness
¥ Special Teams Coordinator/Tight Ends: Shannon Moore
¥ Linebackers: Shawn Mennenga
¥ Wide Receivers: Josh Davis
¥ Defensive Line: Jesse Currier
¥ Graduate Assistant-Running Backs: Thadd Sharrett
¥ Graduate Assistant-Defensive Backs: Jimmy Rogers
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         
         
         
         
         
         
         

        
        
        
        

       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

     
     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     
     
     

     
     
     
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
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         

      
      
      
      
      
      
      

         
         

  
  
  



         
         
         
         

        
     
        
        
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        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
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              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
             
             










     
                      
                      
                      
                     
                     








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